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PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 6,077
births and 3,654- deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday
April 21st. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
declined from 20.0 to 19.3 per 1,000 in the preceding three weeks, further fell
to 18.2 last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from 11.9
in Portsmouth and 13.0 in Croydon to 22.9 in Preston and 26.4 in Wolver-
hampton. In the thirty-two provincial towns the mean death-rate was

18.3 per 1,000, and slightly exceeded the rate recorded in London, which
was 18.1 per 1,000. The zymotic death-rate in the thirty-three towns
averaged 2.6 per 1,000; in London the rate was equal to 3.3, while it
averaged 2.1 per 1,000, in the thirty-two provincial towns, and was highest
in Salford, Wolverhampton, and West Ham. Measles caused a death-rate
of 2.6 in West Ham and 3.1 in Wolverhampton ; scarlet fever of 1.1 in
Swansea; and whooping-couglh of 1.8 in Cardiff and in Salford. The

mortality from "fever" showed no marked excess in any of the large
towns. The 79 deaths from diphtheria in the thirty-three towns included
53 in London, 5 in West Ham, 5 in Cardiff, 4 in Birmingham, and 4 in
Manchester. Four fatal cases of small-pox were registered in London,
3 in Birmingham, 2 in West Ham, and 1 in Manchester, but not one in
any other of the thirty-three large towns. There were 148 small-pox
patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals and
in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital on Saturday last, April 21st, against
01 95, and 102 at the end of the preceding three weeks; 59 new cases were

admitted during the week, against 14, 26, and 31 in the preceding
three weeks. The number of scarlet fever patients in the Metro-
politan Asylums Hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital on

aturday last was 2,172, against 2,117, 2,109 and 2,128 at the end of the
preceding three weeks: 260 new cases were admitted during the week,
against 255 and 261 in the preceding two weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, April 21st, 932 births and

deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The

rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 21.2 and 19.7 per 1,000 in

the preceding two weeks, further declined to 17.5 last week, and was

0.7 per 1,000 below the mean rate during the same period in the large

English towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-rates ranged from

13.3 in Greenock to 23.8 in Leith. The zymotic death-rate in these towns

averaged 1.6 per 1,000, the highest rates being recorded in Glasgow and

Leith. The 244 deaths registered in Glasgow included 2 from small-pox,
12 from whooping-cough, and 5 from "fever." Two fatal cases of diph-
theria were recorded in Leith.

SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION.
DR. GALE, in his Report for 1893 as Rural Medical Officer of Health to the

Ecclesall Board of Guardians, Sheffield, says that in the past year 222

cases of small-pox were notified; 130 were among vaccinated, 19 doubt-

ful, and 73 in unvaccinated persons. Of this total 19 died; the ratio be-

ing: vaccinated, 0; doubtful, 3; unvaccinated, 16; the percentage being,
vaccinated, 0 per cent.; doubtful, 15.6; and unvaccinated, 19.1 per cent.
Dr. Gale points out that although numerically speaking more vaccinated

were afflicted than unvaccinated, it must be remembered that even

among the navvy class the latter were much less numerous than the

former proportionately, and that the death-rate among them was much

higher. As far as he could ascertain no person revaccinated success-

fully took the disorder. The greater numbner of cases occurred among

the navvies-only 23 being ailmong the native population.

VACCINATION.
MR. C. J. TRIMBLE, reporting to the Preston Rural Sanitary Authority,
-states that "the free hand given to medical men as a body has done

much to discredit vaccination." Medical men have, indeed, not been

taught sufficiently in their student days that the duration of the protec-

tion afforded by vaccination is dependent on the efficiency with which
the operation is performed-that one or two insertions do not protect so

long as a greater number. Comparatively very few members of the pro-

fession have any opportunity of learning this lesson from any actual
experience of their own, such as connection with a small pox hospital

affords, and hence, unless the lesson is taught by those who have this

experience, it is too apt to be disregarded. Vaccination is judged by

vaccination as practised in this country, and is apt to be discredited by

the inferior protection affordedby an inefficient operation. This is one
-of the points to which the Royal Commission must give its attention.

and upon wlhich we hope it willhave something to say when its fimial
report is publislhed.

THE HORNSEY BOARD AND SEWER GAS.
AT a recent meeting of the Hornsey Local Board the annual report of
the medical officer of health was under consideration. Exception ap-

pears to have been taken by certain members of the Board to the
qopinion expressed in the report to the effect that each house should be
protected from sewer gas by a proper intercepting trap, and that no

dwelling can be considered secure unless the sewer gases are coii-pletely severed froiii its drainage systemii. The Board did not content

itself with an expression of opinion on the subject of intercepting traps,
but appeared to think that it was within its province to suggest to the
medical officer ofhealth that he should miiodifyhis own opinion on the

ubjet. As the Ilornsey Board has hitherto enjoyed the character of
leading the way in the matter of sanitary reform, their action in the
present instance appears the more inexplicable.

WATER SUPPLY TO BATHS.
AN important case has just been before Mr. Justice Chitty. The question
under consideration was whether a fixed bath in a house was to be
charged for separately by the Lambeth Waterworks Company at the rate
of ten shillings per annum, or whether it should be included under "a
domestic water supply." Mr. Justice Clhitty has given his decision in
favour of the former view, and in point of law we are satisfied that this
decision is sound. But our sympathies are with the larger use of baths -
and we recognise with satisfaction that the learned judge distinguished
between fixed and movable baths. The water companies are entitled to
be paid for the water they supply, and if the public are dissatisfied with
the conditions under which water is now supplied, the remedy is to vest
such supplies in a miiunicipal authority.

SMALL-POX ITS OWN DEATH WARRANT.
ONCE again the folly of delay in the matter of vaccination, and especially
of revaccination, is being illustrated at Birmingham. Quite a panic ap-
pears to have seized the populace, and the vaccination stations are being
besieged by applicants for the benefits of the operation for themselves cr
their little ones. All this seems to have followed the posting of notices
setting forth the advantages of vaccinated over unvaccinated cases dur-
ing the prevailing small-pox epidemic in that city. If this be so,it points
very forcibly to the view which we lhave long held, that it is only neces-
sary to place in the way of people the true facts of the case as to the rela-
tive proneness to attack, and especially fatal attack, of different com-
munities accordin-g as they are unvaccinated, vaccinated, and revaccin-
ated, to lead to a much more general spontaneous desire to secure the
means of protection gratuitously afforded by the Vaccination Acts. Just
now it is not the guardians of Birmingham alone who are enforcing the
law, but the persistent prevalence of small-pox itself, which is leading
people to the surgeon's lancet for vaccination and revaccination, and in
this way is tending to biing about its own extermination.

INSANITARY AREAS IN BIRMINGHAM.
FROM a report of the Improvement Committee of the City Council of
Birmingham it appears that in September last representations under the
Housing of the Working Classes Act were made by the medical officer of
health, Dr. Hill, in respect of two areas. The first of these covers up-
wards of 6,000 square yards, and contains a public house, sixty-seven
dwelling houses, and a number of small workshops; the second covers
upwards of 4,000 square yards, and contains sixty-five dwelling houses and
a few workshops. The Committee having inspected the two areas, now
recommend the Council to declare them to be unhealthy areas, and to
undertake improvement schemes under Part 1 of the Act. It is estimated
that the cost of acquiring the property should not exceed £16,000, and the
Committee express the opin-ion that it would be desirable to utilise the
sites forthwith for the erection of workmen's dwellings, to be let at low
rentals; 116 new houses could be erected on the two areas, at a cost of
about £18,000. The Coulncil is recommended to authorise the Finance
Committee to borrow a sum not exceeding £31,000, for the purpose of
carrying these sclheimes into executionl.

OUTBREAK OF FEVER AT CASTLEISLAND.
SINcE April 21st three deaths from typhoid fever have occurred at Castle-
island, and the medical reports show that the epidemic is increasing.
The hospital at Castleisland is overcrowded with patients, and a very
large number are treated at their own homes.

PAYMENT OF NOTIFICATION ACCOUNTS.
B. J. Mf.-A great deal of unnecessary friction seems to be created in
regard to the requirement of quarterly and other accounts of notifica-
tion fees claimed. Whilst the rendering of a formal account at quarterly
or annual intervals is doubtless a convenience to sanitary bodies, we
cannot find that it is called for by the Act. The forwarding of a notifi-
cation certificate to the healtlh officer is a definite statutory duty which
entitles the scender to a certain statutory payment.

DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICER'S SALARY.
A MEMBER of the British Medical Association in Cornwall, who has
charge of a parish with a population of 1,200, says he receives only
£6 10s. per annum for this duty, which gives an average of 5d. a visit.
He asks if this can be considered sufficient; if not how much in equity
oualgt he to be paid?
*** Many parochial districts are paid even less than this, but we con-

sider three times the amount would be bare remuneration.

DISTRICT MEDICAL OFFICERS AND POLICE CASES.
C. F. W., whlo is a district medical officer, writes to say he was called by

thle police in the evening to see a tramp suffering from angina. He ap-
plied for a fee of 7s. 6d., but was told he could not claim a fee because
it was against police rules and not customary in the county. He asks
for information on this subject.

** Our correspondent does not say whether his attendance was re-
quired at the police station or elsewlhere. If at the former we believe
he is entitled to a fee, but if Ihis attendance was given to the patient in
the public street at the request of the police we fear he cannot claim
one.

GERMAN OPHTHALMOLOGICAL SOCIETY.-In view of the
meeting of the International Ophthalmological Congress to
be lield at Edinburgh this summer therewill be no meeting
of the German Ophthalmological Society at Heidelberg in
1894.
THE King of Italylhas conferred on Professor Virchow the

Grand Cross of the Order of SS. Maurice and Lazarus.


